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Tom Kidd is the Director of Strategic Spectrum Plans and Policy for 
the Department of the Navy and senior advisor to the Department of 
the Navy Chief Information Officer (DONCIO) on matters related to 
the Electromagnetic Spectrum. He entered the Air Force in 1978 at 
Ellsworth Air Force Base in South Dakota, and has worked exclusively 
in Communications Electronics since 1985. In 1991, Kidd graduated 
from the Interservice Radio Frequency Management School at Keesler 
AFB Mississippi. Before retiring from active duty in 1998 he served 
as Contingency/War Planner Radio Frequency Spectrum Manager for 
Headquarters 12th Air Force, Headquarters U.S. Air Forces Korea, and the 
Air Force Frequency Management Agency (AFFMA). Kidd briefly returned 
to AFFMA after retiring before moving to the Naval Electromagnetic 
Spectrum Center (NAVEMSCEN) in 1999 and then Naval Base Ventura 

County (NBVC) in 2001. In 2005 he returned to Washington D.C. to serve in the DONCIO. Kidd 
serves as the Department of the Navy (DON) Representative to the National Telecommunications 
and Information Administrations (NTIA) Interdepartment Radio Advisory Committee (IRAC); and 
DON member of the Department of Defense (DoD) Spectrum Management Review Group (SMRG). 

In 2007 Kidd was a United Nations Delegate to the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) 
World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC). He is a regular contributor to Chips magazine 
authoring or editing the recurring column “Can you hear me now?” which focuses on bring the 
complex and often esoteric issues of Electromagnetic Spectrum to the broader DON community.


